Sample Builder Recognition Press Release

For Immediate Release: Month Date, 2009

Media Contact: First Last, Your Dept. – xxx-xxx-xxxx

First Last, California Energy Commission - 916-654-4989
[Builder] Extends [City Name]’s Commitment to Go Solar with New

[Community Name] Community[City Name] Applauds [Builder] for

Joining Its Effort to Make New, Energy-Efficient, Solar Homes Available to

Its Residents
Your City, California – The City of [Name] today recognized [Builder] and the New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) for helping [city] take an important step in its commitment to greener building and harnessing the sun’s energy to power new buildings throughout the city. Upon completion, [Builder]’s [Community Name] will add [#] new, energy efficient solar homes with approximately [x] megawatts of solar capacity to the area. [Community name] is slated to open on [date].
“We’re pleased that [builder], with support from the New Solar Homes Partnership, is making it possible for our residents to take advantage of our most abundant natural resource,” said [Elected official X]. “The new [Name] community represents an important step in [City]’s commitment to green building practices and preserving our natural resources.”

Already, the city…[Paragraph about the city’s solar efforts/incentives/network of residential, commercial and municipally-owned solar systems and/or green buildings.] 

[Builder]’s [name of community] is part of the California Energy Commission’s New Solar Homes Partnership and will feature [include energy efficiency level, solar specs and any other green/energy efficient features]. It will also offer [city] homeowners the chance to save up to 60 percent on their utility bill and help reduce their home’s carbon footprint.

[Builder] will break ground in [Month Year] on [community name]. [Insert quote from builder representative about why they chose the city as location.]
“Together the NSHP, [builder], and City of [X] are helping move California closer to its goal of creating a self-sustaining market for solar homes,” said California Energy Commission Chairman Karen Douglas. “The program’s success is dependent on partnerships like the one between [City] and [Builder] who recognize the benefits of offering solar energy systems on new homes as a standard feature for the home buyer.”

About [Builder]

[Insert brief paragraph here.]

About the New Solar Homes Partnership

Launched in January 2007, the New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) is a component of the California Solar Initiative, signed into law in 2006 under Senate Bill 1 (Murray) to implement Governor Schwarzenegger’s $3.3 billion, Million Solar Roofs Program.

The NSHP provides financial incentives and marketing support to home builders, encouraging the construction of new, energy efficient solar homes that save homeowners money on their electric bills and helps protect the environment. The goals of the NSHP are to create a self-sustaining market for solar homes and gain builder commitment to install solar energy systems on new homes as a standard feature for the home buyer. A new home that qualifies for the New Solar Homes Partnership is at least 15 percent more efficient than the current building standards. The overall goal of the NSHP is to achieve 400 megawatts of new solar-produced electricity by

the end of 2016.

About [City XX]

[Insert brief paragraph here.]
###

