Model Resolution #2 – Solar Energy Financing District

RESOLUTION NO.________

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ________________ DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO PROCEED WITH ESTABLISHING A CITY-WIDE SOLAR ENERGY FINANCING DISTRICT RESOLVED, by the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of ___________ (the “City”), State of California that
WHEREAS, the City of ___________’s General Plan sets forth goals for preserving and improving the City’s natural and built environment, protecting the health of its residents and visitors, and fostering its economy; and
WHEREAS, energy efficiency, solar thermal, and photovoltaic technologies provide homeowners with reliable and clean energy, which helps homeowners benefit financially, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions and local reliance on imported energy; and

WHEREAS, the State of California’s California Solar Initiative has made it a statewide goal of achieving the development of 3000 megawatts of new solar produced electricity by 2016; and

WHEREAS, the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982 authorizes local agencies to establish a special tax district and to act as a legislative body for a special tax district; and

WHEREAS, the California State Assembly Bill 811 became effective on July 21, 2008, allowing local agencies to enter into contractual assessments with private property owners in order to finance renewable energy improvements; and
WHEREAS, other cities in the State of California have successfully created Sustainable Energy Financing Districts which encourage their residents to install solar energy improvements; and

WHEREAS, the California Energy Commission has provided the City with extensive background materials on the benefits and process of establishing a Sustainable Energy Financing District in their New Solar Homes Municipal Tool Kit; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to establish a similar Sustainable Energy Financing District in the City of ___________________ .

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of __________ shall begin the process of investigating opportunities to establish a Solar Energy Financing District; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of __________ directs the City Manager to proceed with the establishment of a city-wide special Solar Energy Tax District in order to finance and refinance the acquisition, installation of solar energy installations to or on real property and in buildings, whether such real property or buildings are privately or publicly owned.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager shall prepare a Resolution of Intention to Establish a Solar Energy Financing District and deliver it to the Council for vote.
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES: _____________ NOES: _____________ ABSENT: _____________
