Model Ordinance #2 – Solar Energy Education Program

ORDINANCE NO. ________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF _________________, DIRECTING COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A BUILDERS EDUCATION

PROGRAM ON SOLAR ENERGY.

The City Council of the City of _________ does ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. PURPOSE The purpose of this ordinance is to direct _____________ to adopt an education program to inform local builders and developers on the benefits and incentives associated with integrating solar energy technologies into new residential developments. The program shall be maintained through the 2009 – 2012 calendar years, and shall seek to encourage local builders and developers to install photovoltaic and solar thermal energy systems on new developments.

SECTION 2. DESIGNATION OF RESPONSIBILITY The program shall be administered by the City of _______’s __________ department, which shall be responsible for:

1. Designing and selecting the appropriate education activities, strategies and promotional materials;

2. Marketing the program to the community by any reasonably effective means, including but not limited

to; press releases, television advertising, or advertising in electronic or print mailers;

3. Writing policies and procedures for staff implementation of the Solar Outreach and Education

program.
SECTION 3: COMPONENTS OF OUTREACH AND TRAINING PROGRAM The _________

department shall be responsible for performing the following activities:

(a) Workshops: Conduct at least one training and information workshop per year for the purpose of educating potential program participants about solar energy installations, technologies, and the benefits of building energy efficient solar homes.

(b) Public Education: Provide educational and training materials which help inform developers and the community about the benefits of photovoltaic and solar thermal technologies, and incentive programs available to help curb the costs associated with installation. Distribute these materials by utilizing all of the following avenues:

(1) dedicated page on the city’s website; (2) providing informational brochures at the Building and Safety and Planning Desks (such as the NSHP builder outreach brochure); and, (3) highlighting photovoltaic technologies in the city newsletter.

(c) Recognition: Recognize developers/builders who install photovoltaic or solar thermal energy systems in new home developments by performing the following: (1) recognizing the developer/builder in the city newsletter and website; and, (2) presenting the developer/builder a “Go Solar California Excellence in Solar Construction” certificate of recognition during council meetings.
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY If any section, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this

Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall not be deemed a separate, district and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE AND NOTICE This ordinance shall take effect sixty (60) days after its adoption. Within fifteen (15) days of its adoption, this ordinance shall be published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in the City of _____________.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the _________ this ___ day of ____ 20__ by the following roll call vote:

AYES: _____________ NOES: _____________ ABSENT: _____________ ABSTAIN: _____________

___________________________________

(Name), Mayor

ATTEST:___________________________

(Name), City Clerk
